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Philip II is a fascinating and enigmatic figure in Spanish history, but it was his letrados--professional
bureaucrats and ministers trained in law--who made his vast castilian empire possible. In Juan de Ovando,
Stafford Poole traces the life and career of a key minister in the king’s government to explore the role that
letrados played in Spanish society as they sought to displace the higher nobility in the administration through
a system based upon merit.

Juan de Ovando was an industrious, discerning, and loyal servant, yet, like all letrados, he owed his position
to royal favor. Ovando began his career as an ecclesiastical judge and inquisitor in Seville. From there, at the
king’s order, he undertook the reform of the University of Alcalá de Henares, one of his most enduring
achievements. Appointed then to the supreme council of the Spanish Inquisition, Ovando was commissioned
to investigate the Council of the Indies, over which he eventually presided. In this role, Ovando began
codifying laws and collecting information about Spain’s overseas possessions through the famed Relaciones
geográficas--wide-ranging surveys of daily life in the New World. He devised long-term and forward-
looking colonial policies for New Spain while, also serving as president of the Council of Finance, he sought
to bring order to Spain’s chaotic financial situation.

Poole’s biography of Juan de Ovando provides an intimate view of the day-to-day influence letrados wielded
over the Spanish colonial machine.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Jenkins:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign
of Philip II to read.

Austin Barnes:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip II, it is possible to
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a guide.

Laura Grier:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire
in the Reign of Philip II was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Juan de
Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip II has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Nicholas Buchanan:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip II we can consider
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life with this book Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip II. You can more



desirable than now.
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