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The ancient Mesoamerican city of Izapa in Chiapas, Mexico, is renowned for its extensive collection of
elaborate stone stelae and altars, which were carved during the Late Preclassic period (300 BC-AD 250).
Many of these monuments depict kings garbed in the costume and persona of a bird, a well-known avian
deity who had great significance for the Maya and other cultures in adjacent regions. This Izapan style of
carving and kingly representation appears at numerous sites across the Pacific slope and piedmont of Mexico
and Guatemala, making it possible to trace political and economic corridors of communication during the
Late Preclassic period.

In this book, Julia Guernsey offers a masterful art historical analysis of the Izapan style monuments and their
integral role in developing and communicating the institution of divine kingship. She looks specifically at
how rulers expressed political authority by erecting monuments that recorded their performance of rituals in
which they communicated with the supernatural realm in the persona of the avian deity. She also considers
how rulers used the monuments to structure their built environment and create spaces for ritual and
politically charged performances. Setting her discussion in a broader context, Guernsey also considers how
the Izapan style monuments helped to motivate and structure some of the dramatic, pan-regional
developments of the Late Preclassic period, including the forging of a codified language of divine kingship.
This pioneering investigation, which links monumental art to the matrices of political, economic, and
supernatural exchange, offers an important new understanding of a region, time period, and group of
monuments that played a key role in the history of Mesoamerica and continue to intrigue scholars within the
field of Mesoamerican studies.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Marburger:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Ritual and Power in Stone: The Performance of
Rulership in Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) as
the daily resource information.

Derrick Minor:

This Ritual and Power in Stone: The Performance of Rulership in Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art (Linda
Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So
if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Ritual and Power in Stone:
The Performance of Rulership in Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-
Columbian Studies) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Fern Rodriquez:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ritual and Power in Stone: The Performance of
Rulership in Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) can
be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Dale Fain:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your current
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of sorts of



books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Ritual and Power in Stone: The
Performance of Rulership in Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-
Columbian Studies).
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