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ON THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL, MICHAEL
MEYER PROVIDES A RIVETING EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT OF THE COLLAPSE OF
COMMUNISM IN EASTERN EUROPE THAT BRILLIANTLY REWRITES OUR
CONVENTIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THE COLD WAR CAME TO AN END AND
HOLDS IMPORTANT LESSONS FOR AMERICA'S CURRENT GEOPOLITICAL CHALLENGES.

" Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!" President Ronald Reagan's famous exhortation when visiting Berlin
in 1987 has long been widely cited as the clarion call that brought the Cold War to an end. The United States
won, so this version of history goes, because Ronald Reagan stood firm against the USSR; American
resoluteness brought the evil empire to its knees.

Michael Meyer, who was there at the time as a Newsweek bureau chief, begs to differ.

In this extraordinarily compelling account of the revolutions that roiled Eastern Europe in 1989, he shows
that American intransigence was only one of many factors that provoked world-shaking change. Meyer
draws together breathtakingly vivid, on-the-ground accounts of the rise of the Solidarity movement in
Poland, the stealth opening of the Hungarian border, the Velvet Revolution in Prague and the collapse of the
infamous wall in Berlin. But the most important events, Meyer contends, occurred secretly, in the heroic
stands taken by individuals in the thick of the struggle, leaders such as poet and playwright Vaclav Havel in
Prague; the Baltic shipwright Lech Walesa; the quietly determined reform prime minister in Budapest,
Miklos Nemeth; and the man who privately realized that his empire was already lost, and decided -- with
courage and intelligence -- to let it go in peace,Soviet general secretary of the communist party, Mikhail
Gorbachev.

Reporting for Newsweek from the frontlines in Eastern Europe, Meyer spoke to these players and countless
others. Alongside their deliberate interventions were also the happenstance and human error of history that
are always present when events accelerate to breakneck speed. Meyer captures these heady days in all of
their rich drama and unpredictability. In doing so he provides not just a thrilling chronicle of the most
important year of the twentieth century but also a crucial refutation of American political mythology and a
triumphal misunderstanding of history that seduced the United States into many of the intractable conflicts it
faces today. The Year That Changed the World will change not only how we see the past, but also our
understanding of America's future.
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From reader reviews:

William Martin:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Year that Changed the World: The Untold
Story Behind the Fall of the Berlin Wall as the daily resource information.

Charles Melendez:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Year that Changed the World: The Untold Story Behind the Fall of the Berlin Wall, you could tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a e-book.

Antoinette Lefebre:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled The Year that Changed the World: The Untold Story Behind the Fall of the
Berlin Wall can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Gloria Castaldo:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Year that Changed the World: The
Untold Story Behind the Fall of the Berlin Wall is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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