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As we approach the 30th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, it's crucial to look back to the time when abortion was
illegal. Leslie Reagan traces the practice and policing of abortion, which although illegal was nonetheless
widely available, but always with threats for both doctor and patient. In a time when many young women
don't even know that there was a period when abortion was a crime, this work offers chilling and vital
lessons of importance to everyone.

The linking of the words "abortion" and "crime" emphasizes the difficult and painful history that is the focus
of Leslie J. Reagan's important book. Her study is the first to examine the entire period during which
abortion was illegal in the United States, beginning in the mid-nineteenth century and ending with Roe v.
Wade in 1973. Although illegal, millions of abortions were provided during these years to women of every
class, race, and marital status. The experiences and perspectives of these women, as well as their physicians
and midwives, are movingly portrayed here.

Reagan traces the practice and policing of abortion. While abortions have been typically portrayed as grim
"back alley" operations, she finds that abortion providers often practiced openly and safely. Moreover,
numerous physicians performed abortions, despite prohibitions by the state and the American Medical
Association. Women often found cooperative practioners, but prosecution, public humiliation, loss of
privacy, and inferior medical care were a constant threat.

Reagan's analysis of previously untapped sources, including inquest records and trial transcripts, shows the
fragility of patient rights and raises provocative questions about the relationship between medicine and law.
With the right to abortion again under attack in the United States, this book offers vital lessons for every
American concerned with health care, civil liberties, and personal and sexual freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide When Abortion Was a Crime: Women, Medicine, and Law
in the United States, 1867-1973 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suited book with you?

Jesus Puga:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book When Abortion Was a Crime: Women,
Medicine, and Law in the United States, 1867-1973. All type of book would you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Joyce Hazel:

The e-book untitled When Abortion Was a Crime: Women, Medicine, and Law in the United States, 1867-
1973 is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of When Abortion Was a Crime:
Women, Medicine, and Law in the United States, 1867-1973 from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Walton Han:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and When Abortion Was a Crime: Women,
Medicine, and Law in the United States, 1867-1973 as well as others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes When Abortion Was a Crime:
Women, Medicine, and Law in the United States, 1867-1973 to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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