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Is Australia fair enough? And why does inequality matter anyway?

In Battlers and Billionaires, Andrew Leigh weaves together vivid anecdotes, interesting history and powerful
statistics to tell the story of inequality in this country. This is economics writing at its best.

From egalitarian beginnings, Australian inequality rose through the nineteenth century. Then we became
more equal again, with inequality falling markedly from the 1920s to the 1970s. Now, inequality is returning
to the heights of the 1920s.

Leigh shows that while inequality can fuel growth, it also poses dangers to society. Too much inequality
risks cleaving us into two Australias, occupying fundamentally separate worlds, with little contact between
the haves and the have-nots. And the further apart the rungs on the ladder of opportunity, the harder it is for a
kid born into poverty to enter the middle class.

Battlers and Billionaires sheds fresh light on what makes Australia distinctive, and what it means to have –
and keep – a fair go.

Longlisted for the 2014 John Button Prize

‘This is required reading for every Australian who seriously cares about the fair go enduring.’ —Peter
FitzSimons

‘Be warned: this book will open your eyes and prick your conscience.’ —Ross Gittins

‘A thought-provoking book which emphasises how far we have strayed from confidently discussing public
policies that seek to give meaning to our egalitarian spirit.’ —Laura Tingle

‘A cogent and accessible read’ —Sun-Herald

‘An informed study of a serious topic, written with a conversational ease that makes it quite accessible.’
—the Age

‘This short book is the first in what promises to be a great new series from Black Inc. called “Redbacks”.
Leigh makes no bones about the fact that he is writing from a particular political standpoint, but his
arguments are lucid, detailed and well-balanced. This book will appear to readers of quality political
commentary such as the Quarterly Essay and it is especially pertinent in an election year.’
—Books+Publishing

Andrew Leigh is the federal member for Fraser and the Shadow Assistant Treasurer. Before being elected in
2010, he was a professor of economics at the Australian National University. His books include
Disconnected (2010), Battlers and Billionaires (2013) and The Economics of Just About Everything (2014).
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Battlers and Billionaires: The
Story of Inequality in Australia (Redback Quarterly)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have other opinion?

Patricia Rodrigue:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
Battlers and Billionaires: The Story of Inequality in Australia (Redback Quarterly).

Katherine Sorenson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is usually Battlers and Billionaires: The Story of Inequality in Australia (Redback Quarterly).

William Nelson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Battlers and Billionaires: The
Story of Inequality in Australia (Redback Quarterly) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.
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