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The wives of Woodrow Wilson were strikingly different from each other. Ellen Axson Wilson, quiet and
intellectual, died after just a year and a half in the White House and is thought to have had little impact on
history. Edith Bolling Wilson was flamboyant and confident but left a legacy of controversy. Yet, as Kristie
Miller shows, each played a significant role in the White House.

Miller presents a rich and complex portrait of Wilson's wives, one that compels us to reconsider our
understanding of both women. Ellen comes into clear focus as an artist and intellectual who dedicated her
talents to an ambitious man whose success enabled her to have a significant influence on the institution of
the first lady. Miller's assessment of Edith Wilson goes beyond previous flattering accounts and critical
assessments. She examines a woman who overstepped her role by hiding her husband's serious illness to
allow him to remain in office. But, Miller concludes, Edith was acting as she knew her husband would have
wished.

Miller explains clearly how these women influenced Woodrow Wilson's life and career. But she keeps her
focus on the women themselves, placing their concerns and emotions in the foreground. She presents a
balanced appraisal of each woman's strengths and weaknesses. She argues for Ellen's influence not only on
her husband but on subsequent first ladies. She strives for an understanding of the controversial Edith, who
saw herself as Wilson's principal advisor and, some would argue, acted as shadow president after his stroke.
Miller also helps us better appreciate the role of Mary Allen Hulbert Peck, whose role as Wilson's
"playmate" complemented that of Ellenbut was intolerable to Edith.

Especially because Woodrow Wilson continues to be one of the moststudied American presidents, the task of
recognizing and understanding the influence of his wives is an important one. Drawing extensively on the
Woodrow Wilson papers and newly available material, Miller's book answers that call with a sensitive and
compelling narrative of how private and public emotions interacted at a pivotal moment in the history of first
ladies.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Natal:

The book Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's
First Ladies? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Ellen and Edith: Woodrow
Wilson's First Ladies has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Allison Walters:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First Ladies can be excellent book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Judy Bowen:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Ellen and Edith: Woodrow Wilson's First
Ladies is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Santos Ball:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Ellen and Edith: Woodrow
Wilson's First Ladies.
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