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The British Expeditionary Force at the start of World War I was tiny by the standards of the other belligerent
powers. Yet, when deployed to France in 1914, it prevailed against the German army because of its
professionalism and tactical skill, strengths developed through hard lessons learned a dozen years earlier. In
October 1899, the British went to war against the South African Boer republics of Transvaal and Orange
Free State, expecting little resistance. A string of early defeats in the Boer War shook the military’s
confidence. Historian Spencer Jones focuses on this bitter combat experience in From Boer War to World
War, showing how it crucially shaped the British Army’s tactical development in the years that followed.

Before the British Army faced the Boer republics, an aura of complacency had settled over the military. The
Victorian era had been marked by years of easy defeats of crudely armed foes. The Boer War, however,
brought the British face to face with what would become modern warfare. The sweeping, open terrain and
advent of smokeless powder meant soldiers were picked off before they knew where shots had been fired
from. The infantry’s standard close-order formations spelled disaster against the well-armed, entrenched
Boers. Although the British Army ultimately adapted its strategy and overcame the Boers in 1902, the
duration and cost of the war led to public outcry and introspection within the military.

Jones draws on previously underutilized sources as he explores the key tactical lessons derived from the war,
such as maximizing firepower and using natural cover, and he shows how these new ideas were incorporated
in training and used to effect a thorough overhaul of the British Army. The first book to address specific
connections between the Boer War and the opening months of World War I, Jones’s fresh interpretation adds
to the historiography of both wars by emphasizing the continuity between them.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Briggs:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-1914 (Campaigns and
Commanders Series).

Jean Hogue:

The actual book From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-1914
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before
write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Hubert Wooten:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-1914 (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Michele Brown:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform
of the British Army, 1902-1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is
to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the reserve From Boer War to
World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) can to be
your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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