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Employing a wide range of primary source materials, Modern Japan: A History in Documents, Second
Edition, provides a colorful narrative of Japan's development since 1600. A variety of diary entries, letters,
legal documents, and poems brings to life the early modern years, when Japan largely shut itself off from the
outside world. A picture essay highlights the tumultuous decade and a half following the arrival of
Commodore Matthew Perry and the U.S. Navy in 1853, which led to unprecedented changes and a new
government. The dramatic rush to modernity in the late 1800s and early 1900s--accompanied by Japan's
entry into the imperialist rivalry--is seen through travel accounts, novelists' recollections, and imperial
rescripts, while editorial cartoons and prison memoirs recount the early twentieth-century rush, first toward
pluralism, then toward war. Japan's recovery after defeat in World War II and its emergence as a vibrant
democracy with the second largest economy in the world is chronicled through records as diverse as a
funeral eulogy, a comic book description of Adam Smith's economic theories, and an e-journal interview.
The documents are woven together in a scintillating narrative that brings to life one of the world's most
remarkable national stories.

The second edition includes an updated introduction with a note on sources and interpretation and twenty-
five new documents including new evidence of Japanese imperialism, especially its expansion into Korea;
the role of minorities in modern society; and events since the mid-1990s. There are additional editorial
cartoons from the Meiji and Taisho eras, rare photos, archival maps, as well as excerpts from fiction and
other literature, and updated further reading and website lists.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Johnson:

Modern Japan: A History in Documents (Pages from History) can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Modern Japan: A
History in Documents (Pages from History) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Samuel Potter:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Modern Japan: A History in Documents (Pages from
History) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Modern Japan: A History in Documents (Pages from History) to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Nicholas Valles:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as
of book Modern Japan: A History in Documents (Pages from History). You can include your knowledge by
it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Andrew Hulbert:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Modern Japan: A History in Documents (Pages from History) when you needed it?
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