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In this study of Victorian jewels and their representation, Jean Arnold explores the role material objects play
in the cultural cohesion of the West. Diamonds and other gems, Arnold argues, symbolized the most closely
held beliefs of the Victorians and thus can be considered "prisms of culture." Mined in the far reaches of the
empire, they traversed geographical space and cultural boundaries, representing monetary value and evoking
empire, class lineage, class membership, gender relations, and aesthetics. Arnold analyzes the many roles
material objectsfill in Western culture and surveys the cross-cultural history of the Victorian diamond,
uncovering how this object became both preeminent and representative of Victorian values. Her close
readings of Wilkie Collins's The Moonstone, George Eliot's Middlemarch, William Makepeace Thackeray's
The Great Hoggarty Diamond, and Anthony Trollope's The Eustace Diamonds show gendered, aesthetic,
economic, fetishistic, colonial, legal, and culturally symbolic interpretations of jewelry as they are enacted
through narrative. Taken together, these divergent interpretations offer aholistic view of amateria culture's
affective attachment to objects. As the assigned meanings of jewels turn them into symbols of power,
personal relationships, and valued ideas, human interactions with gems elicit emotional responses that bind
the materialist culture together.
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From reader reviews:
Theodor e Huff:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they are still students or that for all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't would
like do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the
Novel: Prisms of Culture. All type of book isit possible to see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Christopher Hill:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Victorian Jewelry, |dentity,
and the Novel: Prisms of Culture is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Clarice Stephens:

This book untitled Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So thereis ho reason for you to past this book from your list.

Ron Matthies:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and aso novel and Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel:
Prisms of Culture or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book,
any other book likes Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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