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Austin Farrer has often been described as the one genius that the Church of England produced in the
twentieth century. He wrote and spoke widely as a philosophical theologian, a biblical scholar and as a
preacher. Farrer's philosophical work is read widely and some of his sermons are still in print, forty years
after his death. His biblical writings, however, have been largely ignored, even at the time they were written.
Robert Titley asks whether, in respect of his work on the Gospel of Mark, this neglect is justified. Titley's
approach is from three angles, looking at Farrer on Mark as literature, as history, and as scripture. Farrer's
reflections are far from simple, and they show that these apparently simple categories, 'Literature', 'History'
and 'Scripture', are themselves in need of refinement if they are not to mislead.

Titley examines two major texts of Farrer's: his 1948 Bampton Lectures, published as The Glass of Vision,
and his A Study in St Mark (1951). Other works, notably his second look at Gospel interpretation, St
Matthew and St Mark (1954), and several lectures, articles and sermons, are also significant. Farrer's
essential observation about Mark (and other biblical writings) is that they are the products of creative, 'poetic'
minds. Titley argues that, while Farrer makes an error in treating Mark as poetry rather than prose narrative,
he nevertheless shows remarkable prescience when his work is viewed in the light of the subsequent
emergence of a 'literary paradigm' in Gospel interpretation. In particular, Titley demonstrates that a
conversation with Farrer's work has something to contribute to the continuing debate about whether - and, if
so, how - to take account of authorial intention in reading a text, and about what significance - if any - can be
given to statements about what a text 'means.'
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From reader reviews:

Paula Cofield:

The book A Poetic Discontent: Austin Farrer and the Gospel of Mark (The Library of New Testament
Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like a book A Poetic Discontent: Austin Farrer and the Gospel of Mark (The Library of New
Testament Studies)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
A Poetic Discontent: Austin Farrer and the Gospel of Mark (The Library of New Testament Studies) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Wilda Alexander:

The actual book A Poetic Discontent: Austin Farrer and the Gospel of Mark (The Library of New Testament
Studies) will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book A Poetic Discontent:
Austin Farrer and the Gospel of Mark (The Library of New Testament Studies) is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Tabitha Devore:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this A Poetic
Discontent: Austin Farrer and the Gospel of Mark (The Library of New Testament Studies).

Dave Arreola:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the publication untitled A Poetic Discontent: Austin Farrer and the Gospel of
Mark (The Library of New Testament Studies) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to



you.
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