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There are many heroes of the civil rights movement—men and women we can look to for inspiration. Each
has a unique story, a path that led to a role as leader or activist. Death of Innocence is the heartbreaking and
ultimately inspiring story of one such hero: Mamie Till-Mobley, the mother of Emmett Till—an innocent
fourteen-year-old African-American boy who was in the wrong place at the wrong time, and who paid for it
with his life. His outraged mother’s actions galvanized the civil rights movement, leaving an indelible mark
on American racial consciousness.

Mamie Carthan was an ordinary African-American woman growing up in 1930s Chicago, living under the
strong, steady influence of her mother’s care. She fell in love with and married Louis Till, and while the
marriage didn’t last, they did have a beautiful baby boy, Emmett.

In August 1955, Emmett was visiting family in Mississippi when he was kidnapped from his bed in the
middle of the night by two white men and brutally murdered. His crime: allegedly whistling at a white
woman in a convenience store. His mother began her career of activism when she insisted on an open-casket
viewing of her son’s gruesomely disfigured body. More than a hundred thousand people attended the service.
The trial of J. W. Milam and Roy Bryant, accused of kidnapping and murdering Emmett (the two were
eventually acquitted of the crime), was considered the first full-scale media event of the civil rights
movement.

What followed altered the course of this country’s history, and it was all set in motion by the sheer will,
determination, and courage of Mamie Till-Mobley—a woman who would pull herself back from the brink of
suicide to become a teacher and inspire hundreds of black children throughout the country.

Mamie Till-Mobley, who died in 2003 just as she completed this memoir, has honored us with her full
testimony: “I focused on my son while I considered this book. . . . The result is in your hands. . . . I am
experienced, but not cynical. . . . I am hopeful that we all can be better than we are. I’ve been brokenhearted,
but I still maintain an oversized capacity for love.” Death of Innocence is an essential document in the annals
of American civil rights history, and a painful yet beautiful account of a mother’s ability to transform tragedy
into boundless courage and hope.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Foxworth:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel.
The actual Death of Innocence: The Story of the Hate Crime that Changed America is kind of reserve which
is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Ward Beaver:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Death of Innocence: The Story of the Hate Crime that
Changed America, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Eric Beckman:

Beside that Death of Innocence: The Story of the Hate Crime that Changed America in your phone, it might
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Death of Innocence: The Story of the Hate Crime that Changed America
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book and also read it from currently!

Brandy Godwin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Death of Innocence: The Story
of the Hate Crime that Changed America.
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