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"So each night begins. One of us picks up the other and we drive into the Mississippi darkness, headed for a
place where everything is different." This first nonfiction book by Frederick Barthelme, author of BOB THE
GAMBLER, and his brother and colleague Steven is both a story of family feeling and a testimony to the
risky allure of casinos. Within a year and a half, the authors had lost both of their parents, less than a decade
after their brother Donald died. Their exacting father had been a prominent modernist architect in Houston;
their mother, the architect of this family of seven, which she "invented, shaped, guided, and protected." "We
were on our own in a remarkable new way," the Barthelmes write, "and we were not ready." What followed
was a several-year escapade during which the two brothers lost close to a quarter million dollars in the
gambling boats off the Mississippi coast. They played to enter that addictive land of possibility. Then, in a
bizarre twist, they were charged with violating state gambling laws, fingerprinted, and thrown into the
surreal world of felony prosecution. For two years these widely publicized charges hung over their heads,
shadowing their every step, until, in August of 1999, the charges were finally dismissed. DOUBLE DOWN
is the sometimes wryly told, often heartbreaking story of how Frederick and Steven Barthelme got into this
predicament. It is also a reflection on the pull and power of illusions, the way they work on us when we are
not careful.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Kohlmeier:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Double Down: Reflections on
Gambling and Loss book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Dewey Newkirk:

Double Down: Reflections on Gambling and Loss can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Double Down: Reflections on
Gambling and Loss but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Fran Short:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be examine. Double Down: Reflections on Gambling and Loss can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Lashunda McCloud:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is Double Down: Reflections on Gambling and Loss. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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