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This translation of Severo Martínez Peláez’s La Patria del Criollo, first published in Guatemala in 1970,
makes a classic, controversial work of Latin American history available to English-language readers.
Martínez Peláez was one of Guatemala’s foremost historians and a political activist committed to
revolutionary social change. La Patria del Criollo is his scathing assessment of Guatemala’s colonial legacy.
Martínez Peláez argues that Guatemala remains a colonial society because the conditions that arose centuries
ago when imperial Spain held sway have endured. He maintains that economic circumstances that assure
prosperity for a few and deprivation for the majority were altered neither by independence in 1821 nor by
liberal reform following 1871. The few in question are an elite group of criollos, people of Spanish descent
born in Guatemala; the majority are predominantly Maya Indians, whose impoverishment is shared by many
mixed-race Guatemalans.

Martínez Peláez asserts that “the coffee dictatorships were the full and radical realization of criollo notions
of the patria.” This patria, or homeland, was one that criollos had wrested from Spaniards in the name of
independence and taken control of based on claims of liberal reform. He contends that since labor is needed
to make land productive, the exploitation of labor, particularly Indian labor, was a necessary complement to
criollo appropriation. His depiction of colonial reality is bleak, and his portrayal of Spanish and criollo
behavior toward Indians unrelenting in its emphasis on cruelty and oppression. Martínez Peláez felt that the
grim past he documented surfaces each day in an equally grim present, and that confronting the past is a
necessary step in any effort to improve Guatemala’s woes. An extensive introduction situates La Patria del
Criollo in historical context and relates it to contemporary issues and debates.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Hall:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time to
complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just
their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of La Patria del Criollo: An Interpretation of
Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) to read.

Billy Smith:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this La Patria del Criollo: An Interpretation
of Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) book as this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

James Martin:

The book La Patria del Criollo: An Interpretation of Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book La Patria del
Criollo: An Interpretation of Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled La Patria del Criollo: An Interpretation of Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The La Patria
del Criollo: An Interpretation of Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?
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