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In this groundbreaking study, Zimmerman explores the town meeting form of government in all New
England states. This comprehensive work relies heavily upon surveys of town officers and citizens,
interviews, and mastery of the scattered writing on the subject. Zimmerman finds that the stereotypes of the
New England open town meeting advanced by its critics are a serious distortion of reality. He shows that
voter superintendence of town affairs has proven to be effective, and there is no empirical evidence that
thousands of small towns and cities with elected councils are governed better. Whereas the relatively small
voter attendance suggests that interest groups can control town meetings, their influence has been offset
effectively by the development of town advisory committees, particularly the finance committee and the
planning board, which are effective counterbalances to pressure groups.

Zimmerman provides a new conception of town meeting democracy, positing that the meeting is a de facto
representative legislative body with two safety valves?open access to all voters and the initiative to add
articles to the warrant, and the calling of special meetings to reconsider decisions made at the preceding town
meeting. And, as Zimmerman points out, a third safety valve?the protest referendum?can be adopted by a
town meeting.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Stewart:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The New England Town
Meeting: Democracy in Action is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ines Patterson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action can be good book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Arthur Lee:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be examine. The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action can be your answer
since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Helen Williams:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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