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In his highly influential book The Threatening Storm, bestselling author Kenneth Pollack both informed and
defined the national debate about Iraq. Now, in The Persian Puzzle, published to coincide with the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the Iran hostage crisis, he examines the behind-the-scenes story of the tumultuous
relationship between Iran and the United States, and weighs options for the future.

Here Pollack, a former CIA analyst and National Security Council official, brings his keen analysis and
insider perspective to the long and ongoing clash between the United States and Iran, beginning with the fall
of the shah and the seizure of the American embassy in Tehran in 1979. Pollack examines all the major
events in U.S.-Iran relations–including the hostage crisis, the U.S. tilt toward Iraq during the Iran-Iraq war,
the Iran-Contra scandal, American-Iranian military tensions in 1987 and 1988, the covert Iranian war against
U.S. interests in the Persian Gulf that culminated in the 1996 Khobar Towers terrorist attack in Saudi Arabia,
and recent U.S.-Iran skirmishes over Afghanistan and Iraq.

He explains the strategies and motives from American and Iranian perspectives and tells how each crisis
colored the thinking of both countries’ leadership as they shaped and reshaped their policies over time.
Pollack also describes efforts by moderates of various stripes to try to find some way past animosities to
create a new dynamic in Iranian-American relations, only to find that when one side was ready for such a
step, the other side fell short.

With balanced tone and insight, Pollack explains how the United States and Iran reached this impasse; why
this relationship is critical to regional, global, and U.S. interests; and what basic political choices are
available as we deal with this important but deeply troubled country.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jill White:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Persian Puzzle: The Conflict Between Iran
and America will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

James Roberts:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Persian Puzzle: The Conflict
Between Iran and America to read.

Joyce Lynch:

This The Persian Puzzle: The Conflict Between Iran and America are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Persian Puzzle: The Conflict Between
Iran and America can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed you with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this The Persian Puzzle: The Conflict Between Iran and America giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Marcia Marshall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Persian Puzzle: The Conflict
Between Iran and America publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The Persian Puzzle:
The Conflict Between Iran and America as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content.
This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.
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