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Orangutans swing from Kevlar-lined fire hoses. Giraffes feast on celebratory birthday cakes topped with
carrots instead of candles. Hi-tech dinosaur robots growl among steel trees, while owls watch animated
cartoons on old television sets. In American Zoo, sociologist David Grazian takes us on a safari through the
contemporary zoo, alive with its many contradictions and strange wonders.

Trading in his tweed jacket for a zoo uniform and a pair of muddy work boots, Grazian introduces us to
zookeepers and animal rights activists, parents and toddlers, and the other human primates that make up the
zoo’s social world. He shows that in a major shift away from their unfortunate pasts, American zoos today
emphasize naturalistic exhibits teeming with lush and immersive landscapes, breeding programs for
endangered animals, and enrichment activities for their captive creatures. In doing so, zoos blur the
imaginary boundaries we regularly use to separate culture from nature, humans from animals, and
civilization from the wild. At the same time, zoos manage a wilderness of competing priorities—animal care,
education, scientific research, and recreation—all while attempting to serve as centers for conservation in the
wake of the current environmental and climate-change crisis. The world of the zoo reflects how we project
our own prejudices and desires onto the animal kingdom, and invest nature with meaning and sentiment.

A revealing portrayal of comic animals, delighted children, and feisty zookeepers, American Zoo is a
remarkable close-up exploration of a classic cultural attraction.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed American Zoo:
A Sociological Safari? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Ashley Mansfield:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often
the American Zoo: A Sociological Safari is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Michael Vu:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept American Zoo: A
Sociological Safari suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book
untitled American Zoo: A Sociological Safariis the main one of several books which everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Linda Banks:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book American Zoo: A Sociological Safari. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book,
it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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