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In 1960, Edward Albee electrified the theater world with the American premiere of The Zoo Story, and
followed it two years later with his extraordinary first Broadway play, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Proclaimed as the playwright of his generation, he went on to win three Pulitzer Prizes for his searing and
innovative plays. Mel Gussow, author, critic, and cultural writer for The New York Times, has known Albee
and followed his career since its inception, and in this fascinating biography he creates a compelling
firsthand portrait of a complex genius.
The book describes Albee's life as the adopted child of rich, unloving parents and covers the highs and lows
of his career. A core myth of Albee's life, perpetuated by the playwright, is that The Zoo Story was his first
play, written as a thirtieth birthday present to himself. As Gussow relates, Albee has been writing since
adolescence, and through close analysis the author traces the genesis of Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?,
Tiny Alice, A Delicate Balance, and other plays. After his early triumphs, Albee endured years of critical
neglect and public disfavor. Overcoming artistic and personal difficulties, he returned in 1994 with Three
Tall Women. In this prizewinning play he came to terms with the towering figure of his mother, the woman
who dominated so much of his early life.
With frankness and critical acumen, and drawing on extensive conversations with the playwright, Gussow
offers fresh insights into Albee's life. At the same time he provides vivid portraits of Albee's relationships
with the people who have been closest to him, including William Flanagan (his first mentor), Thornton
Wilder, Richard Barr, John Steinbeck, Alan Schneider, John Gielgud, and his leading ladies, Uta Hagen,
Colleen Dewhurst, Irene Worth, Myra Carter, Elaine Stritch, Marian Seldes, and Maggie Smith. And then
there are, most famously, Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton, who starred in Mike Nichols's acclaimed
film version of Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? The book places Albee in context as a playwright who
inspired writers as diverse as John Guare and Sam Shepard, and as a teacher and champion of human rights.
Edward Albee: A Singular Journey is rich with colorful details about this uniquely American life. It also
contains previously unpublished photographs and letters from and to Albee. It is the essential book about one
of the major artists of the American theater.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Billups:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Bennett Fox:

The event that you get from Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography may be the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A
Biography instantly.

Diane Gonzales:

This Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography is great book for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right
but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt in which?

Jimmy Stone:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to you is Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography this reserve consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer



made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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