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Medieval Europe offers a pageant of almost incredible richness: King Arthur and his round table, demons
and cathedrals, Charlemagne and his paladins. The Carolingian culture of the late 8th to late 10th centuries
(in what is now France, Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and northern Italy) offers more
than its fair share of achievements. This illustrated study examines one revealing legacy of Charlemagne's
heirs and his people - the Carolingian gems of rock crystal, jet and agate engraved with complex figural
scenes, which have never before been studied as a group. These objects have been largely ignored in the
scholarship of medieval art, partly because of the difficulty of access. Genevra Kornbluth assembles for the
first time all 20 surviving gems, from small seal matrices to the 41-figure 'Susanna crystal' in London, along
with information about lost works. The unique features of each gem are made visible in over 200 detailed
black-and-white photographs, often highly magnified and produced using new techniques developed to
record transparent engraving. Kornbluth analyses the techniques of manufacture, style, chronology,
iconography, and patronage of each gem and examines their social functions, the organisation and status of
the artisans who created them, and relations between media. The gems are presented as evidence of the rich
diversity of the Carolingian culture, rather than as reflections of an artistic programme dictated by the
imperial courts; they are also seen to be essentially new creations, drawing on earlier visual traditions but
adapting their sources to address contemporary concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Gomez:

The book Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Engraved Gems of the
Carolingian Empire being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a
reserve Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Shawn Holmes:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire as
the daily resource information.

Leona Tidwell:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a book. The book Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a
lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Kay Davidson:

Beside that Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from now!
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