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In Confirmation Wars, Benjamin Wittes rejects the parodies offered by both the Right and Left of the decline
of the process by which the United States Senate confirms?or rejects?the president's nominees to the federal
judiciary. He draws on original reporting and new historical research to provide a more accurate
understanding of the current climate. He argues that the transformations the process has undergone should
not be understood principally in partisan terms but as an institutional response on the part of the legislative
branch to the growth of judicial power in the past five decades. While some change may have been
inevitable, the increasing aggressiveness of the Senate's conception of its function poses significant
challenges for maintaining independent courts over the long term. The problem, Wittes argues, lies both in
the extortionate quality of modern confirmations, in which senators make their votes contingent on
reassurance by the nominees about substantive areas of concern, and in the possibility that the breakdown of
the confirmation process represents a far larger effort by the Senate to rein in judicial power. Wittes offers
several strategies for managing the political conflict surrounding nominations, strategies that seek to protect
the independence of the courts and the prerogative of the president to choose judges while maximizing the
utility to democratic government of a Senate that takes its advice and consent role seriously. Most
importantly, Wittes argues for ending the relatively new practice of having nominees testify before the
Senate Judiciary Committee.

Published in cooperation with the Hoover Institution.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Mitchell:

Often the book Confirmation Wars: Preserving Independent Courts in Angry Times (Hoover Studies in
Politics, Economics, and Society) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to
you. The book Confirmation Wars: Preserving Independent Courts in Angry Times (Hoover Studies in
Politics, Economics, and Society) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Crystal Thomas:

The reason? Because this Confirmation Wars: Preserving Independent Courts in Angry Times (Hoover
Studies in Politics, Economics, and Society) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Peter Beaton:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This Confirmation Wars: Preserving Independent
Courts in Angry Times (Hoover Studies in Politics, Economics, and Society) is simple to create you can read
it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Dina Hirsch:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Confirmation Wars: Preserving Independent Courts in Angry Times (Hoover Studies in Politics,
Economics, and Society) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative
person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life with that book Confirmation Wars: Preserving Independent Courts in Angry Times
(Hoover Studies in Politics, Economics, and Society). You can more attractive than now.
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