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The artistic eminence of José Clemente Orozco (1883–1949) is such that he has been called “the greatest
painter the Americas have produced.” In his Autobiography he also attains literary distinction. He is a writer
who recounts the history of his period from a personal point of view and yet scarcely mentions himself. He is
an observer who writes about the history of his country and of his country’s art, yet makes his own character
implicit in the narrative.
The character that emerges is charming. It is that of a man strong but retiring, sharply critical of what he
disapproves yet generous in praise of what he admires, decided in his views but modest in his assumptions
and given to understatement in describing his own activities, averse to war and political struggle yet eager
for conflict of ideas, always dedicated to the welfare of humanity.
Through the details of day-by-day living, he presents the panorama of the Mexican Revolution and of events
in other parts of the world to which he traveled. His is a personal story of the Revolution, giving his reactions
(as those of any common man) to the barbarities of war: “Insolent leaders, inflamed with alcohol, taking
whatever they wanted at pistol point. . . . By night in dark streets the sound of gunplay, followed by screams,
blasphemies, and vile insults. Breaking windows, sharp blows, cries of pain, and shots again.”
Orozco’s ability, as a painter, to see the details and to sense the mood of a place is apparent in his word
pictures of the places he visited: “After six in the evening Paris is an immense brothel.” “London was like
the seat of a noble family which had been exceedingly rich but had lost its fortune.” “Old, old Montmartre
[is] a moldering cadaver . . .”
Orozco also makes some penetrating observations on art itself. Although he emphasizes individuality and
freedom from tradition in art, he abhors unschooled art, especially such extremes as primitive Impressionism
and other groups that lack instruction in the general principles of art, in technique, in theory of color, in
perspective. He says ironically of the artistically uneducated: “Blessed are the ignorant and the imbecile, for
theirs is the supreme glory of art! Blessed are the idiots and the cretins, for masterpieces of painting shall
issue from their hands!” Orozco believes in education, not only for the artists but for their public. Taste in art
can come only through understanding of the purpose and the techniques of art—through knowledge. Without
training, public taste “mostly likes sugar, honey, and candy. Diabetic art. The greater the amount of sugar,
the greater the—commercial—success.”
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From reader reviews:

Virgil Arriola:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book José Clemente Orozco: An
Autobiography (Texas Pan American). All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Daniel Miller:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this José Clemente Orozco: An
Autobiography (Texas Pan American) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Ruby Harris:

This book untitled José Clemente Orozco: An Autobiography (Texas Pan American) to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book
from your list.

Lorene Williamson:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This José Clemente Orozco: An
Autobiography (Texas Pan American) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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