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The word "sustainability" has been connected to everything from a certain kind of economic development to
corporate promises about improved supply sourcing. But despite the apparent ubiquity of the term, the
concept of sustainability has come to mean a number of specific things. In this accessible guide to the
meanings of sustainability, Kent Portney describes the evolution of the idea and examines its application in a
variety of contemporary contexts -- from economic growth and consumption to government policy and urban
planning.Portney takes as his starting point the 1987 definition by the World Commission on Environment
and Development of sustainability as economic development activity that "meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." At its heart, Portney
explains, sustainability focuses on the use and depletion of natural resources. It is not the same as
environmental protection or natural resource conservation; it is more about finding some sort of steady state
so that the earth can support both human population and economic growth. Portney looks at political
opposition to the promotion of sustainability, which usually questions the need for sustainability or calls its
costs unacceptable; collective and individual consumption of material goods and resources and to what
extent they must be curtailed to achieve sustainability; the role of the private sector, and the co-opting of
sustainability by corporations; government policy on sustainability at the international, national, and
subnational levels; and how cities could become models for sustainability action.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Vazquez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called
Sustainability (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Christopher Watson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Sustainability (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) as your daily
resource information.

Janice Saucier:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Sustainability (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Treva Ritter:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book Sustainability (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) was
filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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