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In 2004, the French government instituted a ban on the wearing of "conspicuous signs" of religious
affiliation in public schools. Though the ban applies to everyone, it is aimed at Muslim girls wearing
headscarves. Proponents of the law insist it upholds France's values of secular liberalism and regard the
headscarf as symbolic of Islam's resistance to modernity. The Politics of the Veil is an explosive refutation of
this view, one that bears important implications for us all.

Joan Wallach Scott, the renowned pioneer of gender studies, argues that the law is symptomatic of France's
failure to integrate its former colonial subjects as full citizens. She examines the long history of racism
behind the law as well as the ideological barriers thrown up against Muslim assimilation. She emphasizes the
conflicting approaches to sexuality that lie at the heart of the debate--how French supporters of the ban view
sexual openness as the standard for normalcy, emancipation, and individuality, and the sexual modesty
implicit in the headscarf as proof that Muslims can never become fully French. Scott maintains that the law,
far from reconciling religious and ethnic differences, only exacerbates them. She shows how the insistence
on homogeneity is no longer feasible for France--or the West in general--and how it creates the very "clash
of civilizations" said to be at the root of these tensions.

The Politics of the Veil calls for a new vision of community where common ground is found amid our
differences, and where the embracing of diversity--not its suppression--is recognized as the best path to
social harmony.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Scott:

This The Politics of the Veil (The Public Square) are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Politics of the Veil (The Public Square) can be one of the great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information
that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Politics of
the Veil (The Public Square) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Sharon Broome:

This book untitled The Politics of the Veil (The Public Square) to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Sarah Frigo:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This publication The Politics of the Veil (The Public Square) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Jeff Brown:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Politics of the Veil (The Public Square) we can take more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Politics of the Veil (The
Public Square). You can more inviting than now.
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