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When first published, Marshall McLuhan’s Understanding Media made history with its radical view of the
effects of electronic communications upon man and life in the twentieth century. This edition of McLuhan’s
best-known book both enhances its accessibility to a general audience and provides the full critical apparatus
necessary for scholars. In Terrence Gordon’s own words, “McLuhan is in full flight already in the
introduction, challenging us to plunge with him into what he calls ‘the creative process of knowing.’” Much
to the chagrin of his contemporary critics McLuhan’s preference was for a prose style that explored rather
than explained. Probes, or aphorisms, were an indispensable tool with which he sought to prompt and prod
the reader into an "understanding of how media operate" and to provoke reflection.

In the 1960s McLuhan’s theories aroused both wrath and admiration. It is intriguing to speculate what he
might have to say 40 years later on subjects to which he devoted whole chapters such as Television, The
Telephone, Weapons, Housing and Money. Today few would dispute that mass media have indeed
decentralized modern living and turned the world into a global village.

This critical edition features an appendix that makes available for the first time the core of the research
project that spawned the book and individual chapter notes are supported by a glossary of terms, indices of
subjects, names, and works cited. There is also a complete bibliography of McLuhan’s published works.

W. Terrence Gordon is Associate General Editor of the Gingko Press McLuhan publishing program, author
of the biography Marshall McLuhan: Escape into Understanding and McLuhan for Beginners.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Holt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man. Try to face the book
Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Eugene Brown:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For you who
want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Understanding Media: The Extensions of
Man book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Michael Watkins:

The reason why? Because this Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Erik Garcia:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Understanding Media: The
Extensions of Man to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression
about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and go
through it. Beside that the guide Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man can to be your brand-new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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