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Universities were once largely insular institutions whose purview extended no further than the campus gates.
Not anymore. Today's universities have evolved into multifaceted organizations with complex connections to
government, business, and the community. This thought-provoking book by Harold Shapiro, former
president of both Princeton University and the University of Michigan, and Chairman of the National
Bioethics Advisory Commission under President Bill Clinton, explores the role the modern university should
play as an ethical force and societal steward.

Based on the 2003 Clark Kerr lectures, A Larger Sense of Purpose draws from Shapiro's twenty-five years of
experience leading major research universities and takes up key topics of debate in higher education. What
are the nature and objectives of a liberal education? How should universities address the increasing
commercialization not only of intercollegiate sports but of education and research? What are the university's
responsibilities for the moral education of students?

The book begins with an expanded history of the modern research institution followed by essays on ethics,
the academic curriculum, the differences between private and public higher education, the future of
intellectual property rights, and the changing relationship between the nation's universities and the for-profit
sector. Shapiro calls for universities to be more accountable morally as well as academically. He urges
scientists not only to educate others about the potential and limitations of science but also to acknowledge
the public's distress over the challenges presented by the very success of the scientific enterprise. He
advocates for a more intimate connection between professional training and the liberal arts--in the hope that
future doctors, lawyers, and business executives will be educated in ethics and the social sciences as well as
they are in anatomy, torts, and leveraged buyouts.

Candid, timely, and provocative, A Larger Sense of Purpose demands the attention of not only those in
academics but of anyone who shares an interest in the soul of education.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Pyles:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Larger Sense of
Purpose: Higher Education and Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jeanie Hynes:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving A Larger Sense of Purpose: Higher
Education and Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick A Larger Sense of Purpose: Higher
Education and Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) become your current starter.

Marge Lee:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Larger Sense of Purpose: Higher Education and
Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book A Larger Sense of Purpose: Higher Education and Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Antonio Sisson:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book A Larger Sense of Purpose: Higher
Education and Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be
very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve A Larger
Sense of Purpose: Higher Education and Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) can to be your brand new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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