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In Greene County, Alabama, a deserted farmhouse sits in the middle of a field so overgrown with weeds that
the house is completely engulfed; snaking vines and stalks cover the doors and windows and invade the
chimney, choking off any possibility of human habitation. Hidden by a curtain of greenery, the house stands
as a silent testament to the loss that black American farmers and their families have endured during the
twentieth century. What keeps these families from their dreams and way of life, however, is not the
encroachment of natural forces but the demise of a culture that supports independent farmers. In 1920, black
Americans made up 14 percent of all farmers in the nation, and they owned and worked 15 million acres of
land. Today, battling the onslaught of globalization, changing technology, an aging workforce, racist lending
policies, and even the U.S. Department of Agriculture, black farmers account for less than 1 percent of the
nation's farmers and cultivate fewer than 3 million acres of land. Experts predict that within the next ten
years, black-owned family farms will all but cease to exist. Inside these statistics is a staggering story of
human loss that led photographer John Francis Ficara on a four-year journey across America to document
and preserve the struggles of black farmers. The result of this journey is Black Farmers in America, a
collection of 110 photographs skillfully reproduced in duotone that captures poignant images of hardship,
survival, and a people's bond to the soil at the end of the twentieth century. From depictions of a hand-
painted "For Sale" billboard in a farmer's field, to a farmer preparing for the early morning chore of milking,
to a lone figure pausing to survey his land, these photos preserve a heritage and way of life that may soon
disappear as these last-generation farmers harvest their final crops. In his essay, Juan Williams provides a
historical context for the photographs. From the myth of "forty acres and a mule" to the multi-million-dollar
USDA settlement in 1999, Williams explores America's ongoing struggle with racism and its economic
consequences for black farmers. The hardships and joys of daily life on the farm echo deeply in these
images. They convey a dignity of work and culture, and they document the experiences of black farmers for
future generations.
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From reader reviews:

David Kane:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Black Farmers in America
to read.

Patricia French:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Black Farmers in America that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Black
Farmers in America become your starter.

Mary Brunner:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Black Farmers in America or even others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Black Farmers in
America to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Nicholas Schindler:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book Black Farmers in America to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is
to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Black Farmers in
America can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of this time.
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