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The fundamental phenomenon of human closed-mindedness is treated in this volume. Prior psychological
treatments of closed-mindedness have typically approached it from a psychodynamic perspective and have
viewed it in terms of individual pathology. By contrast, the present approach stresses the epistemic
functionality of closed-mindedness and its essential role in judgement and decision-making. Far from being
restricted to a select group of individuals suffering from an improper socialization, closed-mindedness is
something we all experience on a daily basis. Such mundane situational conditions as time pressure, noise,
fatigue, or alcoholic intoxication, for example, are all known to increase the difficulty of information
processing, and may contribute to one's experienced need for nonspecific closure. Whether constituting a
dimension of stable individual differences, or being engendered situationally - the need for closure, once
aroused, is shown to produce the very same consequences. These fundamentally include the tendency to
'seize' on early, closure-affording 'evidence', and to 'freeze' upon it thus becoming impervious to subsequent,
potentially important, information.

Though such consequences form a part of the individual's personal experience, they have significant
implications for interpersonal, group and inter-group phenomena as well. The present volume describes these
in detail and grounds them in numerous research findings of theoretical and 'real world' relevance to a wide
range of topics including stereotyping, empathy, communication, in-group favouritism and political
conservatism. Throughout, a distinction is maintained between the need for a nonspecific closure (i.e., any
closure as long as it is firm and definite) and needs for specific closures (i.e., for judgments whose particular
contents are desired by an individual).

Theory and research discussed in this book should be of interest to upper level undergraduates, graduate
students and faculty in social, cognitive, and personality psychology as well as in sociology, political science
and business administration.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

The book The Psychology of Closed Mindedness (Essays in Social Psychology) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
a book The Psychology of Closed Mindedness (Essays in Social Psychology) to be your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Psychology of Closed Mindedness
(Essays in Social Psychology). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Brad Hawkes:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Psychology of Closed Mindedness (Essays in Social Psychology) provide you with
a new experience in examining a book.

Martin Hobson:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
The Psychology of Closed Mindedness (Essays in Social Psychology). You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Douglas Elem:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Psychology of Closed Mindedness
(Essays in Social Psychology).
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