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You could be forgiven for thinking that the smile has no history; it has always been the same. However, just
as different cultures in our own day have different rules about smiling, so did different societies in the past.
In fact, amazing as it might seem, it was only in late eighteenth century France that western civilization
discovered the art of the smile. In the 'Old Regime of Teeth' which prevailed in western Europe until then,
smiling was quite literally
frowned upon. Individuals were fatalistic about tooth loss, and their open mouths would often have been
visually repulsive. Rules of conduct dating back to Antiquity disapproved of the opening of the mouth to
express feelings in most social situations. Open and unrestrained smiling was associated with the
impolite lower orders.

In late eighteenth-century Paris, however, these age-old conventions changed, reflecting broader
transformations in the way people expressed their feelings. This allowed the emergence of the modern smile
par excellence: the open-mouthed smile which, while highlighting physical beauty and expressing individual
identity, revealed white teeth. It was a transformation linked to changing patterns of politeness, new ideals of
sensibility, shifts in styles of self-presentation - and, not
least, the emergence of scientific dentistry. These changes seemed to usher in a revolution, a revolution in
smiling. Yet if the French revolutionaries initially went about their business with a smile on their faces, the
Reign of Terror soon wiped it off. Only in the twentieth century would the white-tooth smile
re-emerge as an accepted model of self-presentation.

In this entertaining, absorbing, and highly original work of cultural history, Colin Jones ranges from the
history of art, literature, and culture to the history of science, medicine, and dentistry, to tell a unique and
untold story about a facial expression at the heart of western civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Smile Revolution: In
Eighteenth Century Paris. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Marianne Haglund:

The Smile Revolution: In Eighteenth Century Paris can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Smile Revolution: In
Eighteenth Century Paris however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Nora Cordova:

This The Smile Revolution: In Eighteenth Century Paris is great guide for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Smile Revolution: In
Eighteenth Century Paris in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already
do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Delbert Storey:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Smile Revolution: In
Eighteenth Century Paris or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science guide, any other book likes The Smile Revolution: In Eighteenth Century Paris to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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