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Visions of the Emerald City is an absorbing historical analysis of how Mexicans living in Oaxaca City
experienced “modernity” during the lengthy “Order and Progress” dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz (1876–1911).
Renowned as the Emerald City (for its many buildings made of green cantera stone), Oaxaca City was not
only the economic, political, and cultural capital of the state of Oaxaca but also a vital commercial hub for all
of southern Mexico. As such, it was a showcase for many of Díaz’s modernizing and state-building projects.
Drawing on in-depth research in archives in Oaxaca, Mexico City, and the United States, Mark Overmyer-
Velázquez describes how Oaxacans, both elites and commoners, crafted and manipulated practices of
tradition and modernity to define themselves and their city as integral parts of a modern Mexico.

Incorporating a nuanced understanding of visual culture into his analysis, Overmyer-Velázquez shows how
ideas of modernity figured in Oaxacans’ ideologies of class, race, gender, sexuality, and religion and how
they were expressed in Oaxaca City’s streets, plazas, buildings, newspapers, and public rituals. He pays
particular attention to the roles of national and regional elites, the Catholic church, and popular groups—such
as Oaxaca City’s madams and prostitutes—in shaping the discourses and practices of modernity. At the same
time, he illuminates the dynamic interplay between these groups. Ultimately, this well-illustrated history
provides insight into provincial life in pre-Revolutionary Mexico and challenges any easy distinctions
between the center and the periphery or modernity and tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Craig Baker:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Visions of the Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and
the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Melvin Wilhelm:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Visions of the Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation
of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico as your daily resource information.

Paul Birch:

Visions of the Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Visions of the Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian
Oaxaca, Mexico yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Robin Castillo:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
list in your reading list is Visions of the Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian
Oaxaca, Mexico. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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