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Britain's precipitous and ill-planned disengagement from Indiain 1947--condemned as a " shameful flight" by
Winston Churchill--had atruly catastrophic effect on South Asia, leaving hundreds of thousands of people
dead in its wake and creating alegacy of chaos, hatred, and war that has lasted over half a century.

Ranging from the fall of Singapore in 1942 to the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948, Shameful Flight
provides a vivid behind-the-scenes |ook at Britain's decision to divest itself from the crown jewel of its
empire. Stanley Wolpert, aleading authority on Indian history, paints memorable portraits of all the key
participants, including Gandhi, Churchill, Attlee, Nehru, and Jinnah, with special focus on British viceroy,
Lord Louis Mountbatten. Wolpert places the blame for the catastrophe largely on Mountbatten, the
flamboyant cousin of the king, who rushed the process of nationhood along at an absurd pace. The viceroy's
worst blunder was the impetuous drawing of new border lines through the middle of Punjab and Bengal.
Virtually everyone involved advised Mountbatten that to partition those provinces was a calamitous mistake
that would unleash uncontrollable violence. Indeed, as Wolpert shows, civil unrest among Muslims, Hindus,
and Sikhs escalated as Independence Day approached, and when the new boundary lines were announced,
arson, murder, and mayhem erupted. Partition uprooted over ten million people, 500,000 to a million of
whom died in the ensuing inferno.

Here then is the dramatic story of atruly pivotal moment in the history of India, Pakistan, and Britain, an
event that ignited fires of continuing political unrest that still burn in South Asia.
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From reader reviews:
Joel Fallis;

Baook will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has adifferent type. Asit is known to usthat book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Shameful Flight: The Last Y ears of the
British Empirein Indiawill make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Viola Coghlan:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If
you have the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Shameful Flight: The Last Y ears of the
British Empire in India as the daily resource information.

Harry Alvey:

The book with title Shameful Flight: The Last Y ears of the British Empirein Indiaincludes alot of
information that you can study it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently.
That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
inside new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Nelson M cNamee:

Shameful Flight: The Last Y ears of the British Empire in India can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Shameful Flight: The Last Y ears of the British Empire in India nevertheless doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.
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