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Richly entertaining and beautifully written, here is a passionate case for the value of old-fashioned
letter writing in a technology-obsessed world, along with a collection of some of history’s greatest
letters.

Remember letters? They were good, weren’t they? The thrill of receiving that battered envelope, all
the better for the wait . . . In this richly entertaining book, paper geek John O’Connell puts forward a
passionate case for the value of letter-writing in a distracted, technology-obsessed world. Drawing on great
examples from the past, he shows that the best letters have much to teach us – Samuel Richardson’s ‘familiar
letters’; Wilfred Owen’s outpourings to his mother; the sly observational charms of Jane Austen. And in
doing so he reminds us of the kind of letters we would all write if we had the time – the perfect thank-you
letter, a truly empathetic condolence letter, and of course the heartfelt declaration of love. Was there a
Golden Age of Letters? Why is handwriting so important? Can we ever regain the hallowed slowness of the
pre-Twitter era? In answering these questions O’Connell shows how a proper letter is an object to be
cherished, its crafting an act of exposure which gives shape and meaning to the chaos of life.

***

‘The nib touches the paper. And instinctively I follow the old formula: address in top right-hand corner; date
just beneath it on the left-hand side. My writing looks weird. I hand-write so infrequently these days that I’ve
developed a graphic stammer - my brain’s way of registering its impatience and bemusement. What are you
doing? Just send an email! I haven’t got all night . . .’
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From reader reviews:

Gary Sandler:

The guide with title For the Love of Letters: The Joy of Slow Communication contains a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Robert Schneck:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading a reserve.
The book For the Love of Letters: The Joy of Slow Communication it is rather good to read. There are a lot
of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Pearl Dyson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be For the Love of Letters: The Joy of Slow Communication
why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Bryon Diaz:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this For the Love of Letters: The Joy of Slow Communication can make you
experience more interested to read.
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