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How did Puerto Ricans, Mexicans, and Cubans become known as “Hispanics” and “Latinos” in the United
States? How did several distinct cultures and nationalities become portrayed as one? Cristina Mora answers
both these questions and details the scope of this phenomenon in Making Hispanics. She uses an
organizational lens and traces how activists, bureaucrats, and media executives in the 1970s and '80s created
a new identity category—and by doing so, permanently changed the racial and political landscape of the
nation.

Some argue that these cultures are fundamentally similar and that the Spanish language is a natural basis for
a unified Hispanic identity. But Mora shows very clearly that the idea of ethnic grouping was historically
constructed and institutionalized in the United States. During the 1960 census, reports classified Latin
American immigrants as “white,” grouping them with European Americans. Not only was this decision
controversial, but also Latino activists claimed that this classification hindered their ability to portray their
constituents as underrepresented minorities. Therefore, they called for a separate classification: Hispanic.
Once these populations could be quantified, businesses saw opportunities and the media responded. Spanish-
language television began to expand its reach to serve the now large, and newly unified, Hispanic
community with news and entertainment programming. Through archival research, oral histories, and
interviews, Mora reveals the broad, national-level process that led to the emergence of Hispanicity in
America.
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From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Making Hispanics: How
Activists, Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New American book because book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Betty Edmond:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Making Hispanics: How Activists, Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New American your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Making Hispanics: How Activists,
Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New American giving you a different experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Clarence Anderson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Making Hispanics: How
Activists, Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New American which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's view.

Jeff Brown:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Making Hispanics: How Activists, Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New
American when you essential it?
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