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Ian Hamilton Finlay (1925–2006) was one of Scotland's leading twentieth-century public intellectuals, and
famously one of its most brilliant and combative correspondents. His letters raise issues of particular and
widespread interest both within Scotland and further afield. His correspondence with Stephen Bann, the
English poet and academic, have a very special place in this context. These letters present in a clear and
commensurable form the development of his ideas about poetry and art, and increasingly about sculpture and
gardening, over this critical five-year period of his creative life.

The letters begin when Bann was still a student at Cambridge, and Finlay was living in considerable hardship
in Edinburgh, though he already had a significant international reputation as a poet. They reveal in
fascinating and intimate detail the poet's developing creative process, and also record his often turbulent
relationship to the worlds of literature, art, and critical journalism. When he settles in Lanarkshire, he begins
to develop the ideas that will result in the creation of the world-famous sculpture garden known as Little
Sparta.

This book, edited, introduced, and annotated by Bann himself, is a unique and compelling self-portrait of the
man who is now recognized not only as a great poet, but also as a major artist and one of the most original
garden designers of modern times.

Stephen Bann is a poet, historian, and cultural critic. He is an emeritus professor of the history of art at
Bristol University, and the author of numerous books and articles.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Midway: Letters
from Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69 book since this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Walter Berry:

This book untitled Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69 to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Juan Higgins:

The particular book Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69 will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Midway: Letters from Ian
Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Andrea Winburn:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton
Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69 to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay to
Stephen Bann 1964-69 can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of the time.
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