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Why do we measure time in the way that we do? Why is a week seven days long? At what point did minutes
and seconds come into being? Why are some calendars lunar and some solar?

The organisation of time into hours, days, months and years seems immutable and universal, but is actually
far more artificial than most people realise. The French Revolution resulted in a restructuring of the French
calendar, and the Soviet Union experimented with five and then six-day weeks. Leofranc Holford-Strevens
explores these questions using a range of fascinating examples from Ancient Rome and Julius Caesar's
imposition of the Leap Year, to the 1920s' project for a fixed Easter.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Guarino:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The History of Time: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Courtney Cook:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The History of Time: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Emma Anderson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be go through. The History of Time: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be your
answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Robert Fox:

You may get this The History of Time: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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