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The history of slavery in early America is a history of suicide. On ships crossing the Atlantic, enslaved men
and women refused to eat or leaped into the ocean. They strangled or hanged themselves. They tore open
their own throats. In America, they jumped into rivers or out of windows, or even ran into burning buildings.
Faced with the reality of enslavement, countless Africans chose death instead.

In The Power to Die, Terri L. Snyder excavates the history of slave suicide, returning it to its central place in
early American history. How did people—traders, plantation owners, and, most importantly, enslaved men
and women themselves—view and understand these deaths, and how did they affect understandings of the
institution of slavery then and now? Snyder draws on ships’ logs, surgeons' journals, judicial and legislative
records, newspaper accounts, abolitionist propaganda and slave narratives, and many other sources to build a
grim picture of slavery’s toll and detail the ways in which suicide exposed the contradictions of slavery,
serving as a powerful indictment that resonated throughout the Anglo-Atlantic world and continues to speak
to historians today.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Barnett:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Power to Die: Slavery and Suicide
in British North America will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Harry Keller:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The Power to Die:
Slavery and Suicide in British North America.

Barbara Wheat:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Power to Die: Slavery and Suicide in British North America can make
you really feel more interested to read.

David Fulton:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Power to Die: Slavery and Suicide in
British North America to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
available a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book The Power to Die: Slavery and Suicide in British
North America can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what



must you're doing of these time.
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