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In Reading Darwin in Arabic, Marwa Elshakry questions current ideas about Islam, science, and secularism
by exploring the ways in which Darwin was read in Arabic from the late 1860s to the mid-twentieth century.
Borrowing from translation and reading studies and weaving together the history of science with intellectual
history, she explores Darwin’s global appeal from the perspective of several generations of Arabic readers
and shows how Darwin’s writings helped alter the social and epistemological landscape of the Arab learned
classes.

           

Providing a close textual, political, and institutional analysis of the tremendous interest in Darwin’s ideas and
other works on evolution, Elshakry shows how, in an age of massive regional and international political
upheaval, these readings were suffused with the anxieties of empire and civilizational decline. The politics of
evolution infiltrated Arabic discussions of pedagogy, progress, and the very sense of history. They also led to
a literary and conceptual transformation of notions of science and religion themselves. Darwin thus became a
vehicle for discussing scriptural exegesis, the conditions of belief, and cosmological views more broadly.
The book also acquaints readers with Muslim and Christian intellectuals, bureaucrats, and theologians, and
concludes by exploring Darwin’s waning influence on public and intellectual life in the Arab world after
World War I.

           

Reading Darwin in Arabic is an engaging and powerfully argued reconceptualization of the intellectual and
political history of the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

William Hoover:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Reading Darwin in Arabic, 1860-1950.

Irene Holmes:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Reading Darwin in
Arabic, 1860-1950, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Kenneth Roland:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Reading Darwin in Arabic, 1860-1950 can give
you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Reading Darwin in Arabic, 1860-1950.

Anthony Bankston:

You can obtain this Reading Darwin in Arabic, 1860-1950 by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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