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Songs for the Spirits examines the Vietnamese practice of communing with spirits through music and
performance. During rituals dedicated to a pantheon of indigenous spirits, musicians perform an elaborate
sequence of songs--a "songscape"_x000B_--for possessed mediums who carry out ritual actions, distribute
blessed gifts to disciples, and dance to the music's infectious rhythms. Condemned by French authorities in
the colonial period and prohibited by the Vietnamese Communist Party in the late 1950s, mediumship
practices have undergone a strong resurgence since the early 1990s, and they are now being drawn upon to
promote national identity and cultural heritage through folklorized performances of rituals on the national
and international stage._x000B__x000B_By tracing the historical trajectory of traditional music and religion
since the early twentieth century, this groundbreaking study offers an intriguing account of the political
transformation and modernization of cultural practices over a period of dramatic and often turbulent
transition. An accompanying DVD contains numerous video and music extracts that illustrate the fascinating
ways in which music evokes the embodied presence of spirits and their gender and ethnic identities.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Carter:

The book Songs for the Spirits: Music and Mediums in Modern Vietnam can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Songs for the
Spirits: Music and Mediums in Modern Vietnam? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Songs for the Spirits: Music and Mediums in Modern Vietnam has simple shape but you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it
is very wonderful.

Louis Vasquez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Songs for the Spirits: Music
and Mediums in Modern Vietnam that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better
then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you are able to pick Songs for the Spirits: Music and Mediums in Modern Vietnam become
your starter.

Regina Schubert:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Songs for the Spirits: Music and Mediums in Modern Vietnam can make you
experience more interested to read.

Randy Champion:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book Songs for the Spirits: Music and Mediums in Modern Vietnam we can have more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that



acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Songs for the Spirits:
Music and Mediums in Modern Vietnam. You can more attractive than now.
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