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In this fascinating and wide-ranging book, Yoko Kawaguchi explores the Western portrayal of Japanese
women—and geishas in particular—from the mid-nineteenth century to the present day. She argues that in
the West, Japanese women have come to embody certain ideas about feminine sexuality, and she analyzes
how these ideas have been expressed in diverse art forms, ranging from fiction and opera to the visual arts
and music videos. Among the many works Kawaguchi discusses are the art criticism of Baudelaire and
Huysmans, the opera Madama Butterfly, the sculptures of Rodin, the Broadway play Teahouse of the August
Moon, and the international best seller Memoirs of a Geisha. Butterfly’s Sisters also examines the impact on
early twentieth-century theatre, drama, and dance theory of the performance styles of the actresses Madame
Hanako and Sadayakko, both formerly geishas.
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From reader reviews:

Glady Curry:

The book Butterfly's Sisters: The Geisha in Western Culture can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Butterfly's Sisters: The
Geisha in Western Culture? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Butterfly's Sisters: The Geisha in Western Culture has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Stephanie Dillard:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Butterfly's Sisters: The Geisha in Western
Culture has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It is very advantages for you. The book Butterfly's Sisters: The Geisha in Western Culture is not only giving
you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Butterfly's Sisters: The
Geisha in Western Culture. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Lyla Jackson:

This Butterfly's Sisters: The Geisha in Western Culture book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of Butterfly's Sisters: The Geisha in Western Culture without we recognize teach the one who reading
through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Butterfly's Sisters: The
Geisha in Western Culture can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Butterfly's Sisters: The Geisha in
Western Culture having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Eunice Holt:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Butterfly's Sisters: The Geisha in Western Culture your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get just before. The Butterfly's Sisters: The Geisha in Western Culture giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be



pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?
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