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In a fresh reading of Montaigne's Essais, David Quint portrays the great Renaissance writer as both a literary
man and a deeply engaged political thinker concerned with the ethical basis of society and civil discourse.
From the first essay, Montaigne places the reader in a world of violent political conflict reminiscent of the
French Wars of Religion through which he lived and wrote. Quint shows how a group of interrelated essays,
including the famous one on the cannibals of Brazil, explores the confrontation between warring adversaries:
a clement or vindictive victor and his suppliant or defiant captive. How can the two be reconciled? In a
climate of hatred and obstinacy, Montaigne argues not only for the political necessity but also for the moral
imperative of trusting and submitting to others and of extending mercy to them.

For Quint, this ethical message informs other topics of the Essais: Montaigne's criticism of stoic models of
virtue, his project to reform the cruel behavior of his noble class, his self-portrait that depicts his relaxed and
unstudied nature, and his measuring of his own behavior against the classical virtue of Socrates. Quint's
reading, attentive to Montaigne's verbal artistry and to his historical and cultural context, shows the essayist
always aware of the other side of the issue. The moral thought of the Essais emerges as startlingly modern,
both in the perennial urgency of Montaigne's concerns and in the self-questioning open-endedness of his
doctrine.

Originally published in 1998.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Hicks:

The book Montaigne and the Quality of Mercy: Ethical and Political Themes in the "Essais" (Princeton
Legacy Library) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Montaigne and the Quality of Mercy: Ethical and
Political Themes in the "Essais" (Princeton Legacy Library)? A few of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book Montaigne and the Quality of Mercy: Ethical and Political Themes in the "Essais"
(Princeton Legacy Library) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Karolyn Kaufman:

The publication untitled Montaigne and the Quality of Mercy: Ethical and Political Themes in the "Essais"
(Princeton Legacy Library) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so
the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Montaigne and
the Quality of Mercy: Ethical and Political Themes in the "Essais" (Princeton Legacy Library) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Ernest Nunez:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Montaigne and the Quality of
Mercy: Ethical and Political Themes in the "Essais" (Princeton Legacy Library) is simple to develop you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Mark Smith:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Montaigne and the Quality of Mercy: Ethical and Political Themes in the "Essais" (Princeton Legacy
Library) when you desired it?
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