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“A theoretically sound, gender-specific legal history through the reading of civil and criminal court
records on marriage disputes in Sikasso, Mali.… The book echoes the original contribution of Nkiru
Nzegwu (in Family Matters, 2006) that the oppression and exploitation of women were at the center of
colonial policy. Burrill analyzes this history of legalized oppression at the local, national, and
transnational levels. …Summing up: Recommended.” —CHOICE

States of Marriage shows how throughout the colonial period in French Sudan (present-day Mali) the
institution of marriage played a central role in how the empire defined its colonial subjects as gendered
persons with certain attendant rights and privileges. The book is a modern history of the ideological debates
surrounding the meaning of marriage, as well as the associated legal and sociopolitical practices in colonial
and postcolonial Mali. It is also the first to use declassified court records regarding colonialist attempts to
classify and categorize traditional marriage conventions in the southern region of the country.

In French Sudan, as elsewhere in colonial Africa, the first stage of marriage reform consisted of efforts to
codify African marriages, bridewealth transfers, and divorce proceedings in public records, rendering these
social arrangements “legible” to the colonial administration. Once this essential legibility was achieved,
other, more forceful interventions to control and reframe marriage became possible. This second stage of
marriage reform can be traced through transformations in and by the colonial court system, African
engagements with state-making processes, and formations of “gender justice.” The latter refers to gender-
based notions of justice and legal rights, typically as defined by governing and administrative bodies as well
as by sociopolitical communities. Gender justice went through a period of favoring the rights of women, to a
period of favoring patriarchs, to a period of emphasizing the power of the individual?—?but all within the
context of a paternalistic and restrictive colonial state.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Hager:

This States of Marriage: Gender, Justice, and Rights in Colonial Mali (New African Histories) are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this States of Marriage:
Gender, Justice, and Rights in Colonial Mali (New African Histories) can be among the great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that
perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this States of Marriage:
Gender, Justice, and Rights in Colonial Mali (New African Histories) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Carolyn Franklin:

The e-book untitled States of Marriage: Gender, Justice, and Rights in Colonial Mali (New African
Histories) is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of States of Marriage: Gender, Justice,
and Rights in Colonial Mali (New African Histories) from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Kay Davidson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is States of Marriage: Gender, Justice, and Rights in Colonial Mali (New
African Histories) this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind
of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is States of Marriage: Gender, Justice, and Rights in Colonial Mali (New



African Histories). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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