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This is a brilliant cultural-anthropological study exploring those hedonistic aspects of the pan-Indian heritage
which, represented by centuries of the non-Vedic, Tantric tradition, affirm that the pleasurable, especially the
sexually pleasurable, is natural as a means to achieve the highest mystical experience. Himself a Tantric
initiate, Prem Saran offers a compelling, sympathetic analysis of Tantrism, its place in the Bengali and
Assamese cultures, and its pervasiveness in pan-Indian thought and ritual generally. Prem Saran/'s is also a
cultural critique of modern Indian values and life-ways. In addition, it is an exercise in methodology,
employing certain anthropological tools and concepts life "Cultural Debate" "Cultural Criticism". "Hindu
Renaissance" and "Pizza-effect"--the last three having been developed by the late Professor Agehananda
Bharati whom the author acknowledges as a "constant source of encouragement" during the last decade.
Though tantra is juxtaposed to Vedic traditions as a heterodox, life-affirming tradition, which is both ancient
and basic to Hindu interpretations of being, its hedonistic contents have been purposely neglected or
suppressed, partly because of the continuing hold of Victorian morality (imbibed from the British
missionaries and colonial rulers), and partly because the erotic route to mystical achievement has always
been a secret, minority path. Tantra : Hedonism in Indian Culture will, therefore, fill an existing lacuna in the
cultural-anthropology of South Asia. The book carries a Foreword by the distinguished anthropologist,
Professor Mattison Mines of the University of California, Santa Barbara, USA.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Peterson:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Tantra: Hedonism in Indian Culture book as
this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Randall James:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Tantra: Hedonism in Indian Culture, you
may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Ernesto Harrell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Tantra: Hedonism in Indian Culture
reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Tantra: Hedonism in Indian
Culture as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break
don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Donna Willeford:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Tantra: Hedonism in Indian Culture when you desired it?
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