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Christopher C. Langdell (1826-1906) is one of the most influential figures in the history of American
professional education. As dean of Harvard Law School from 1870 to 1895, he conceived, designed, and
built the educational model that leading professional schools in virtually all fields subsequently emulated. In
this first full-length biography of the educator and jurist, Bruce Kimball explores Langdell's controversial
role in modern professional education and in jurisprudence.

Langdell founded his model on the idea of academic meritocracy. According to this principle, scholastic
achievement should determine one's merit in professional life. Despite fierce opposition from students,
faculty, alumni, and legal professionals, he designed and instituted a formal system of innovative policies
based on meritocracy. This system's components included the admission requirement of a bachelor's degree,
the sequenced curriculum and its extension to three years, the hurdle of annual examinations for continuation
and graduation, the independent career track for professional faculty, the transformation of the professional
library into a scholarly resource, the inductive pedagogy of teaching from cases, the organization of alumni
to support the school, and a new, highly successful financial strategy.

Langdell's model was subsequently adopted by leading law schools, medical schools, business schools, and
the schools of other professions. By the time of his retirement as dean at Harvard, Langdell's reforms had
shaped the future model for professional education throughout the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Anderson:

The publication with title The Inception of Modern Professional Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906
(Studies in Legal History) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jodi Harper:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book The Inception of Modern Professional Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906
(Studies in Legal History) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.

Krystal Sutherland:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and The Inception of Modern Professional Education: C. C.
Langdell, 1826-1906 (Studies in Legal History) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Inception of Modern Professional
Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906 (Studies in Legal History) to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Tammie Turman:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the The Inception of Modern Professional Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906
(Studies in Legal History) when you required it?
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