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A penetrating critical perspective on the question of Thomas Jefferson's paternity that will make you
rethink recent conventional wisdom.

It is accepted by most scholars that Jefferson had a lengthy affair with his slave Sally Hemings and fathered
at least one of her children, a conclusion based on a 1998 DNA study published in Nature and on the work of
historian Annette Gordon-Reed. Framing a Legend argues compellingly that the DNA evidence is
inconclusive and that there are remarkable flaws in the leading historical scholarship purporting to show such
a liaison.

Author M. Andrew Holowchak critically examines well-known books by Fawn Brodie, Annette Gordon-
Reed, and Andrew Burstein, labeling their views as "three prominent spins." He then delves into what we
know about Thomas Jefferson's character, showing that the historical facts do not suggest any romantic
interest on Jefferson's part in his female slaves. Turning to the genetic evidence, Holowchak points out that,
though DNA analysis indicates the presence of a Y-chromosome from some Jefferson male in the Hemings
family line, it is unwarranted to conclude that this must have come from Thomas Jefferson.

Finally, he discusses Jefferson's racial attitudes and says that they argue against any liaison with Sally
Hemings.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Kelsey:

The book Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject.
If you can make reading a book Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and
Sally Hemings being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve
Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
book?

Patrick Oneil:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History
of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings as the daily resource information.

Olga Snider:

Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings yet doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can
be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Tanya McGaha:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Framing a Legend: Exposing the
Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as



the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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