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Between the well-documented development of colonial Bombay and sprawling contemporary Mumbai, a
profound shift in the city’s fabric occurred: the emergence of the first suburbs and their distinctive pattern of
apartment living. In House, but No Garden Nikhil Rao considers this phenomenon and its significance for
South Asian urban life. It is the first book to explore an organization of the middle-class neighborhood that
became ubiquitous in the mid-twentieth-century city and that has spread throughout the subcontinent.

Rao examines how the challenge of converting lands from agrarian to urban use created new relations
between the state, landholders, and other residents of the city. At the level of dwellings, apartment living in
self-contained flats represented a novel form of urban life, one that expressed a compromise between the
caste and class identities of suburban residents who are upper caste but belong to the lower-middle or middle
class. Living in such a built environment, under the often conflicting imperatives of maintaining the
exclusivity of caste and subcaste while assembling residential groupings large enough to be economically
viable, led suburban residents to combine caste with class, type of work, and residence to forge new
metacaste practices of community identity.

As it links the colonial and postcolonial city—both visually and analytically—Rao’s work traces the
appearance of new spatial and cultural configurations in the middle decades of the twentieth century in
Bombay. In doing so, it expands our understanding of how built environments and urban identities are
constitutive of one another.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

The book House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's Suburbs, 1898-1964 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the great thing like a book House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's Suburbs, 1898-1964?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in
Bombay's Suburbs, 1898-1964 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ashley Parra:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's
Suburbs, 1898-1964 can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Rosemary Lilly:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's
Suburbs, 1898-1964 why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Bonnie Gallup:

Beside that House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's Suburbs, 1898-1964 in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's
Suburbs, 1898-1964 because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have
book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use



you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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