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The first examination of the relationship between Buddhist notions of transcendence and political authority
in East Asia.

"A significant work that belongs in any serious collection on Buddhist studies."—Choice

“Orzech’s project forces a rethinking of the relationship between religion and politics that scholars in all
fields of religion will find intriguing. His focus is a Buddhist text authored in China but made to look like a
translation from Sanskrit. His study excavates what the winds of history and the biases of history-writers
have covered up: the fact that Tantric Buddhism occupied a crucial position in medieval Chinese
civilization.”—Stephen F. Teiser, Princeton University

Politics and Transcendent Wisdom presents a systematic theoretical framework for understanding the
relationship between politics and religion in a variety of contexts. This book examines the formation of
“national protection” Buddhism in China and translates the key text of this important movement. Showing
that Buddhist notions of sovereignty were meant and were taken as more than mere metaphor, Orzech
examines the profound link between Buddhist notions of transcendence and the deployment of political
authority in East Asia. To this integration of philosophical tradition and political history is brought a new
understanding of Buddhist cosmology.

The contexts of Buddhism as state religion in fifth- and eighth-century China are examined in detail, through
extended consideration of the Transcendent Wisdom Scripture for Humane Kings Who Wish to Protect Their
States, the text that was the charter for Buddhist state cults in China, Korea, and Japan into the twentieth
century. The text first appeared during the fifth century as Buddhists were struggling to understand how their
“foreign” religion and the “foreign” rulers of north China might be adapted to Chinese religious and political
culture. The Scripture for Humane Kings and the rites enjoined by it were one answer to these questions.
Three centuries later, in the context of a fully sinified Buddhism, the T’ang dynasty Tantric master Pu-k’ung
produced a new version of the text with new rites that served as the centerpiece of his vision of a Chinese
Buddhist state modeled on esoteric lines. The final section of this volume presents for the first time a full,
annotated translation of this important East Asian Buddhist text.
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From reader reviews:

Errol Garvin:

Here thing why this kind of Politics & Transcendent Wisdom (Hermeneutics, Studies in the History of
Religions) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Politics & Transcendent
Wisdom (Hermeneutics, Studies in the History of Religions) giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Politics & Transcendent
Wisdom (Hermeneutics, Studies in the History of Religions). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It
is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Politics & Transcendent Wisdom
(Hermeneutics, Studies in the History of Religions) in e-book can be your alternate.

Dewey Rascon:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Politics & Transcendent
Wisdom (Hermeneutics, Studies in the History of Religions) book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Deanna Reed:

This book untitled Politics & Transcendent Wisdom (Hermeneutics, Studies in the History of Religions) to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your
list.

Joseph Levis:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Politics & Transcendent Wisdom (Hermeneutics,
Studies in the History of Religions) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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