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While flipping through the atlas of Chang Ch’i-yun, one of China’s most famous geographers, distinguished
translator Bill Porter (Red Pine) developed a curiosity about the southwestern province of China. Dubbed
Yun-nan, “South of the Clouds,” this was the last area modern China to come under Chinese control.
Originally conquered by the Mongols and eventually introduced to foreigners as a vibrant setting for trade,
Yun-nan became a critical crossroad connecting East and West.

In 1992, Porter left his home in Hong Kong to tour the small towns and major cities of Yun-nan, studying
each of their local cultures and larger impacts on the trajectory of Chinese history. Here, he shares his
encyclopedic knowledge of the nation’s beautiful legacy while introducing new insight about the province’s
landscapes, people, and recent state of affairs. He visited Bulang Mountain, where the local people had no
written language of their own, so they sent their children to live as monks in nearby Tai temples to learn Tai
script. He saw women in Lijiang who wore traditional sheepskin jackets that bore seven frogeyes without
clear explanation. In Dali, a small town turned urban center, he recalls a massive museum built to show off
the city’s new wealth, only to have half of its halls left empty and unvisited.

The first of a series of three China travel memoirs to be published by Soft Skull, Bill Porter’s book tells the
incredible story of a spread of land with a thousand years of human history. His remarkable insight and
unparalleled understanding of China place this book at the forefront of East Asian travel literature.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Brower:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that South of the
Clouds: Travels in Southwest China book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Randolph Dilworth:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This South of the Clouds: Travels in Southwest China book is readable by
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving
South of the Clouds: Travels in Southwest China content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you still thinking South of the Clouds: Travels in Southwest China is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Hilary Williams:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love South of the Clouds: Travels in Southwest China,
you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Bridgett Killion:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The South of the Clouds:
Travels in Southwest China will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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