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Leveling the Playing Field tells the story of the African American members of the 1969–70 Syracuse
University football team who petitioned for racial equality on their team. The petition had four demands:
access to the same academic tutoring made available to their white teammates; better medical care for all
team members; starting assignments based on merit rather than race; and a discernible effort to racially
integrate the coaching staff, which had been all white since 1898.

The players’ charges of racial disparity were fiercely contested by many of the white players on the team,
and the debate spilled into the newspapers and drew protests from around the country. Mistakenly called the
"Syracuse 8" by media reports in the 1970s, the nine players who signed the petition did not receive a
response allowing or even acknowledging their demands. They boycotted the spring 1970 practice, and
Coach Ben Schwartzwalder, a deeply beloved figure on campus and a Hall of Fame football coach nearing
retirement, banned seven of the players from the team. As tensions escalated, white players staged a day-long
walkout in support of the coaching staff, and an enhanced police presence was required at home games.

Extensive interviews with each player offer a firsthand account of their decision to stand their ground while
knowing it would jeopardize their professional football career. They discuss with candor the ways in which
the boycott profoundly changed the course of their lives. In Leveling the Playing Field, Marc chronicles this
contentious moment in Syracuse University’s history and tells the story through the eyes of the players who
demanded change for themselves and for those who would follow them.
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From reader reviews:

Guy Gregory:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Leveling the Playing
Field (Sports and Entertainment)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Christopher Cunningham:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Leveling the Playing Field (Sports and
Entertainment) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

William Marshall:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Leveling the Playing Field (Sports and Entertainment) why
because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Toby Lowry:

The book untitled Leveling the Playing Field (Sports and Entertainment) contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives
you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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