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In Lyric Orientations, Hannah Vandegrift Eldridge explores the power of lyric poetry to stir the social and
emotional lives of human beings in the face of the ineffable nature of our mortality. She focuses on two
German-speaking masters of lyric prose and poetry: Friedrich Hölderlin (1770–1843) and Rainer Maria
Rilke (1875–1926). While Hölderlin and Rilke are stylistically very different, each believes in the power of
poetic language to orient us as social beings in contexts that otherwise can be alienating. They likewise share
the conviction that such alienation cannot be overcome once and for all in any universal event. Both argue
that to deny the uncertainty created by the absence of any such event (or to deny the alienation itself) is
likewise to deny the particularly human condition of uncertainty and mortality.

By drawing on the work of Stanley Cavell, who explores how language in all its formal aspects actually
enables us to engage meaningfully with the world, Eldridge challenges poststructuralist scholarship, which
stresses the limitations?even the failure?of language in the face of reality. Eldridge provides detailed
readings of Hölderlin and Rilke and positions them in a broader narrative of modernity that helps make sense
of their difficult and occasionally contradictory self-characterizations. Her account of the orienting and
engaging capabilities of language reconciles the extraordinarily ambitious claims that Hölderlin and Rilke
make for poetry?that it can create political communities, that it can change how humans relate to death, and
that it can unite the sensual and intellectual components of human subjectivity?and the often difficult,
fragmented, or hermetic nature of their individual poems.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Butler:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Lyric
Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics of Community (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures,
and Thought)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Nichelle Shive:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Lyric Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics of Community
(Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Janice Wilson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Lyric Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics
of Community (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) can give you a lot of friends
because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Lyric Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics of
Community (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought).

Robin Adams:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Lyric Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke,
and the Poetics of Community (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) or even others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more



and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Lyric
Orientations: Hölderlin, Rilke, and the Poetics of Community (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures,
and Thought) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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