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A world leader in hi-tech, Israel has been dubbed “the start-up nation”—a description that could equally well
apply to its remarkable birth as a haven for Jewish immigrants and refugees. Having started with few natural
resources just over sixty years ago, it is now a thriving democracy and a regional superpower. This dynamic,
diverse, and paradoxical country is steeped in history and biblical associations, yet most Israelis are modern,
secular, and energetically materialistic. The hostility of its neighbors has helped to forge Israeli identity and
has been a spur to growth and innovation.
 
This success has had a price. Since 1948 every generation of Israelis has been touched by war. For this
reason, perhaps, Israelis tend to live intensely. They have a huge passion for life, are great strivers after
excellence, are always open to new ideas, and are risk-takers. The tensions within Israeli society of tradition
and modernity, ethnic diversity, religious and secular worldviews, and civic and martial values are the
ingredients of a unique human experiment. Israel is a cauldron of creativity and contradictions.
 
This revised edition of Culture Smart! Israel describes increasing polarization. The gap between rich and
poor is widening, and an unprecedented social protest movement—the so-called “cottage cheese
revolution”—has taken the establishment by surprise. Elections have removed the ultra-Orthodox parties
from power but produced a coalition divided over the questions of peace and settlements. Demographic
growth is greatest in the Orthodox Jewish and Israeli Arab communities. Attitudes and behavior are being
challenged and reassessed across the land.
 
For the visitor, all this is a source of fascination. Culture Smart! Israel will help you to discover the human
reality beyond the clichés of the tourist brochures. Israelis are generous and outgoing hosts. By deepening
your understanding of them, you will be able to make genuine friends and valued business partners.
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From reader reviews:

Owen Bourne:

The book Israel - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Israel -
Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture to be your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Israel - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to
Customs & Culture. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this reserve?

Aaron Jack:

This Israel - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture tend to be reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Israel - Culture Smart!: The Essential
Guide to Customs & Culture can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Israel - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs &
Culture forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Homer Simon:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Israel - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to
Customs & Culture was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Israel - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Angel Martinez:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book Israel - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Israel - Culture
Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture. You can more pleasing than now.
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