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In 2005 Waverly Duck was called to a town he calls Bristol Hill to serve as an expert witness in the
sentencing of drug dealer Jonathan Wilson. Convicted as an accessory to the murder of a federal witness and
that of a fellow drug dealer, Jonathan faced the death penalty, and Duck was there to provide evidence that
the environment in which Jonathan had grown up mitigated the seriousness of his alleged crimes. Duck’s
exploration led him to Jonathan’s church, his elementary, middle, and high schools, the juvenile facility
where he had previously been incarcerated, his family and friends, other drug dealers, and residents who
knew him or knew of him. After extensive ethnographic observations, Duck found himself seriously troubled
and uncertain: Are Jonathan and others like him a danger to society? Or is it the converse—is society a
danger to them?

Duck’s short stay in Bristol Hill quickly transformed into a long-term study—one that forms the core of No
Way Out. This landmark book challenges the common misconception of urban ghettoes as chaotic places
where drug dealing, street crime, and random violence make daily life dangerous for their residents. Through
close observations of daily life in these neighborhoods, Duck shows how the prevailing social order ensures
that residents can go about their lives in relative safety, despite the risks that are embedded in living amid the
drug trade. In a neighborhood plagued by failing schools, chronic unemployment, punitive law enforcement,
and high rates of incarceration, residents are knit together by long-term ties of kinship and friendship, and
they base their actions on a profound sense of community fairness and accountability. Duck presents
powerful case studies of individuals whose difficulties flow not from their values, or a lack thereof, but
rather from the multiple obstacles they encounter on a daily basis.

No Way Out explores how ordinary people make sense of their lives within severe constraints and how they
choose among unrewarding prospects, rather than freely acting upon their own values. What emerges is an
important and revelatory new perspective on the culture of the urban poor.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this No Way Out: Precarious Living in the Shadow of Poverty and Drug
Dealing.

Robert Stratton:

The book No Way Out: Precarious Living in the Shadow of Poverty and Drug Dealing will bring someone to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book No Way Out: Precarious Living in the
Shadow of Poverty and Drug Dealing is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Steven Williams:

The publication untitled No Way Out: Precarious Living in the Shadow of Poverty and Drug Dealing is the
reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to a person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of No Way Out: Precarious Living in the Shadow of Poverty and
Drug Dealing from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Michelle Jennings:

This No Way Out: Precarious Living in the Shadow of Poverty and Drug Dealing is brand-new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this No Way
Out: Precarious Living in the Shadow of Poverty and Drug Dealing can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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