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Two clubs, dedicated to proclaiming the joys of libertine sex, thrived in mid and late 18th-century Scotland.
The Beggar's Benison (1732), starting from local roots in Fife, became large and sprawling, with branches in
Edinburgh, Glasgow - and St Petersburg. As a toast "The Beggar's Benison" was drunk at aristocratic dinners
in London as a coded reference to sex, and the Prince of Wales (later George IV) became a member. In
Edinburgh, also, the Wig Club (1775) gave the elite of the Scottish Tory establishment a forum in which to
dine, gamble and venerate a wig supposedly made of the pubic hairs of the mistresses of Charles II. Both
clubs flourished in a great age of raucous clubs in which bawdy often played a prominent part, and both died
as changes in sensibility made such behaviour seem gross and unacceptable. As the Victorian age
approached, the clubs withered away under its disapproving glare. In this book, the author tells the story of
these clubs, analyzes the obscene relics of their rituals which survive, and places the clubs in their social,
cultural and political contexts. It is an extensively researched study, but at the same time recognizes the
entertainment value of the many anecdotes concerning the clubs, the absurdities inherent in the antics of club
rituals, and the appeal of the bawdy.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Armistead:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Beggar’s Benison: Sex Clubs of
Enlightenment Scotland book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Naomi Taylor:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Beggar’s
Benison: Sex Clubs of Enlightenment Scotland is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Maria Mariani:

The Beggar’s Benison: Sex Clubs of Enlightenment Scotland can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Beggar’s
Benison: Sex Clubs of Enlightenment Scotland yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Donald Ventura:

This The Beggar’s Benison: Sex Clubs of Enlightenment Scotland is great book for you because the content
that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The
Beggar’s Benison: Sex Clubs of Enlightenment Scotland in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
second right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt that will?
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